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the road lies nigh, and that there were dak
bungalows. Pauri, about 8000 ft. high, is the official
station, instead of Srinagar, and is most pleasantly
situated, as regards climate.   Our luggage was
carried up to that point by coolies, but there we were
able to transfer it to mules, for those who have
permits for the dak bungalows, nothing could be
more pleasant than this road to Kotdwara, and we
passed small parties of pilgrims from time to time,
who were using it. But it is a long and lonely road,
sparsely populated, and for those who may not avail
themselves of the bungalows, there must be only
scanty accommodation. Kaleth, owing to want of
water, is utterly unpracticable for a night's stay ; and
Banghat, in the valley of the Vyasagunga (or Pindar?)
is low-lying and malarious, none but boiled water
should be drunk there. Dwarikal is on the summit
of a mountain pass, and Daramundi and Dagoda,
though of wonderful beauty, are low and warm.
Kotdwara is the terminus of a narrow gauge railway,
by which we reach the E. I. R. at Najibabad.

The historic route for the return of the pilgrims
used to be that from Adh Badri and Mehal Chauri
to Kathgodami. That road has now been absorbed
for military purposes, and a new pilgrim-route
opened, which ends at Ram Naggar, a station from
which Moradabad is easily reached. This new road
is splendidly made, but it is still low and un-
assimilated. The chatties are small, and few and far
between. Water is difficult to get. Food is scarce